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CHURCH HILL
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers,
This half term feels like it has flown by but my goodness, what a half term we have had!

The children have had an exceptional half term and have been involved in a wide range of
truly inspirational events and opportunities ranging from our annual year 6 animal visit (a
firm favourite of mine along with the staff and students) to our K pop event just this week
focusing on wellbeing and inclusion. Please see the full articles below for snapshot of what
the students have experienced.

We are Kind

As part of our ongoing commitment to creating a safe, respectful, and positive learning
environment for all studentsye areintroducing a renewed focus dandness across the
school.

At our school, one of our core valuesi&'e are kind £ As part of our ongoing commitment
to creating a safe, respectful, and positive learning environment for all
students,we are introducing a renewed focus dandness across the school.

As part of this initiative, the students have taken part in a ddogvn afternoon with their
class teacher. During the session, pupils engaged iapgepriate activities and
discussions exploring:

w Whatkindness is and what it looks like in school
w What unkind behaviour can look like

What bullying is and how it differs from friendship difficulties

€ €

How students can challenge or call out unkind behaviour safely

€

What support is available in school if these experiencing unkindness



Following the dropdown afternoon,we have been placing a strong emphasis on ensuring
that all students consistently demonstrate our valueddfe are kind £ Unkind behaviour will
not be accepted. This includes, but is not limited to:

w Unkind comments made in the namedifantere or jokes
w Name calling
w Any form of unnecessary physical contact

We will be actively recognising and rewarding students who consistently
demonstratekindness in their interactions with others.

Uniform

As ever at Church Hill we are improving our standards and expectations across the school.
This includes refining our uniform expectations.

The following amendments have been made to the uniform policy to provide clarity of
expectations moving forwards.

Updates

1. Pupils hair must be naturally coloured. Prohibited hairstyles include unnatural
colours (pink, blue, purple etc), shaved patterns or logos and undercuts.

2. Coats need to be practical to ensure the pupil is kept warm and/or dry. ltems
prohibited to be worn as a coat are hoodies and sweatshittisoodie/sweatshirt
worn as a coat will be prohibited as of April 13th (after the Easter holiday).

3. Smart watches are prohibited.
As ever,
We are Kind
We are Resilient
We are Hard working

Please read the full articles compiled by the staff and see the wonderful work your children
have competed, along with the opportunities they have experienced.

Have a restful half term break,
Kind regards

Laura Jarvis
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KS2 News

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting Autumn term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities
both in and out of the classroom.

We have been learning about:
Year 5:

This halterm has been packed full of exciting opportunities, new topics and plenty of
opportunities to develop and apply our learning.

Within English we have been focusing on writing persuasive letters requesting NASA to allow
our parents to return from space. Throughout their work the children have demonstrated a
keen awareness and application of emotive vocabulary, formal language and other
techniques to help drive the emphasis on their persuasion. This is linked to our Topic book
The Jamie Drake Equation which we are also using within guided reading to develop our
retrieval, inference and explanation skills. Within maths we have been advancing our range
and fluency of multiplication and division. All children have shown strong progress with this
topic especially as we are moving into multiply fractions where the children have excelled in
applying their previous knowledge of fractions. This+elin we have thoroughly enjoyed

our Earth and Space topic within science. This has been a fantastic opportunity to improve
our understanding of the solar system and how it plays a role to the seasons and weather we
experience. The year group have enjoyed this topic due to it's creative, engaging and hands
on approach The Oreo Moon phases were a brilliant way to demonstrate our

understanding to each of the eight phases. We would also like to congratulate everyone who
entered our Solar System Homework Project. This was an incredible success with over 47
entries across the year group. The entire team were overwhelmed and delighted to see such
a vibrant array of different models, ranging from painted nails, hand knitted mobiles, felt
planets to even Lego and selfbiting models. It was an extremely difficult choice to decide

on the 15 winners for the Space trip! We would also like to share our appreciation to parents
for their support and engagement with this project. We are looking forward to planning the
next competition! A huge well done to all children for a fantastic and motivated return from
Christmas, we are looking forward to continuing to develop our knowledge and skills into

the next halfterm.



Year 6:
Year 6's Amazing Rainforest Adventure with The Animal Man:

Year 6 had an absolutely unforgettable experience this week from The Animal Man, who is
an educational visitor who rescues at risk exotic animals and comes into schools to educate
children on them. Linking perfectly with our current geography topic, the children were
captivated as they learned fascinating facts about creatures from around the world. The
highlight for many was the hands experience of meeting these incredible animals up
close- from holding a python and stroking a bearded dragon to observing a tarantula and
millipede, and even meeting a magnificent owl. The children's faces lit up with wonder and
curiosity as they gained memorable, rdi# connections to their classroom learning about
rainforest ecosystems. We were incredibly proud of how beautifully Year 6 conducted
themselves throughout the visit, showing respect, curiosity, and cowrigéy embodying

our school values. These are the kinds of enriching experiences that make learning come
alive, and we know the children will remember this special day for years to come!

Year 6 Learning Update:

It's been another busy and productive period for Year 6 across all subjects. In Maths, the
children have been mastering the connections between fractions, decimals and percentages,
developing their fluency and problesolving skills. English lessons have seen them crafting
engaging diary entries and formal letters, showcasing their growing writing skills and
understanding of different text types. During Guided Reading, the class has been thoroughly
enjoying our new book 'Journey to the River Sea’, withdishussions and thoughtful

responses to this captivating adventure story. In PSHE, we've been focusing on online safety,
equipping the children with essential knowledge and strategies for staying safe in the digital
world. We must also celebrate Year 6's incredible dedication and hard work during Test
Week- they approached their assessments with determination, resilience, and a positive
attitude that made us all very proud.















This half term KS3 students across the curriculum have been focusing on disciplinary literacy
and the learning of key words and challenging vocabulary. We know that students with a
broad vocabulary are more successful in their academic studies and in the world of work.

We have been learning about:

Year 7:



Science Students have been exploring the topicfofces with a particular focus on how air
resistance and gravity interact. They put their learning into action through engaging
parachute practicals, testing different designs and analysing how variables such as surface
area and material affect the speed of descent.

PE In PE, Year 7 have been developing their teamwork, agility and tactical awareness
throughtag rugby Theye been learning how to move into space, pass accurately and work
cohesively as a team while building their overall fitness.

English Students have been introduced to Shakespeare thraRgimeo and Juliet
examining themes such as conflict, family loyalty and fate. @besiso been developing
their analytical skills by exploring key scenes and discussing how Shaké&s|zayeage
shapes character and emotion.

Design Technologyln DT, pupils have been investigating a rangextiles experimenting

with different materials, techniques and properties. TReybegun to understand how

textiles are used in everyday products and have been practising basic skills that will support
future design projects.

Art Year 7 have been working ¢tonal studies learning how to use shading to create depth
and form. They have also been studying the contemporary d&tisggm exploring his
distinctive illustrative style and using it as inspiration for their own creative work.

History In History, students have travelled back to 1066 to examine the events leading up to
the Battle of HastingsThey have been learning about the key contenders for the throne, the
tactics used in battle and why this moment became such a significant turning point in British
history.

GeographyThis half tern® Geography focus has beeeather and climateStudents have
been learning how weather is measured, what influences climate around the world, and
how extreme weather events occur. They have also studiedicane Irmaas a case study,
exploring its impacts and how communities respond to natural disasters.

Year 8:

Maths Students have been strengthening their number skills through workaartions,
decimals and percentage¥heye been learning how to convert between these forms,

apply them to realife contexts and solve increasingly complex problems that require careful
reasoning.

English In English, pupils have been exploriane Eyrefocusing on character development,
setting and the nov& themes of identity, resilience and morality. TReybeen analysing

key passages and discussing how Charlotte Brases language to shape atmosphere and
emotion.



History Year 8 have been studyigrican Kingdomsgaining insight into the rich histories

of civilisations such as Mali, Benin and Axum. Weelgeen examining trade, culture,
leadership and achievements that challenge common misconceptions and highligh@Africa
global significance long before European involvement.

Geography This tern® Geography focus has beearthquakes and tsunami§tudents

have been learning about tectonic processes, how seismic events occur and their impacts on
people and landscapes. They have also studiedBitrdng Day Tsunaras a case study,

exploring both the human cost and the international response.

Design Technologyin DT, pupils have been designing their asustainable clothing
Theye been considering environmental impact, material choices and ethical production,
while developing early design concepts that encourage creativity and responsible thinking.

Art Year 8 have been working portraits and exploringhegative space drawingrheye
been developing observational skills, experimenting with composition and learning how the
use of space can dramatically influence the impact of an artwork.

PE In PE, students have been participatingpadmintonandnetball. TheyRe been building
technical skills such as footwork, positioning and controlled movement, while also
developing teamwork, strategy and confidence in competitive situations.

If you would like to see what students will be learning about in more detail please visit the
Church Hill website curriculum pagehurch Hill Middle SchoeCurriculum



https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=17
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Mural Competitionr Help improve our courtyard!

We are improving our central courtyard foigegand openingat the end of next half term. We
would likeyou to designa beautiful mural to brighten the place up!

Think about designs focused on wellbeing, our values, community and the environment.

The winning entrant/s will have their design printed on a large canvas for it to be displayed
for the next year!



Animal visit in year 6

Year 6 had an absolutely unforgettable experience this week when The Animal Man visited
our school with his collection of exotic rainforest animals. Linking perfectly with our current
geography topic, the children were captivated as they learned fascinating facts about
creatures from the Amazon Rainforest. The highlight for many was the fandsperience



