
 

Church Hill Middle School                                    
Spring term 2 - 2026  

A message from Mrs Jarvis 

 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had a jamȤpacked half term full of exciting events, including World Book Day, our 

careers afternoon, the Poetry Drop Down Day, the Year 8 residential to France, and many 

other fantastic opportunities. 

SATS 

Firstly, I would like to praise our Year 6 children for their resilience and maturity throughout 

the buildȤup to SATS. They have shown real commitment and dedication during this crucial 

part of their education, and the entire team could not be prouder of them. 

World Book Day 

A personal highlight for me as Principal has been seeing our whole school community come 

together to celebrate World Book Dayуa day filled to the brim with books, reading, and 

largerȤthanȤlife characters. It goes without saying that some of those largerȤthanȤlife 

characters can be found in our very own Church Hill staff team and student body, who all 

threw themselves into the spirit of the day, confidently and enthusiastically wearing a 

wonderful range of outfits. 

France Residential 

The Year 8 France residential was a huge success and a genuine privilege to be part of. 

Despite middleȤofȤtheȤnight wakeȤups, long coach journeys, and queues at the ferry ports, 

the children demonstrated impeccable behaviour. They experienced a wealth of incredible 

sights and embraced opportunities they would not encounter in the UK. The team was 

extremely proud of their willingness to try new things, and we are certain that the memories 

made will stay with them for many years to come. 

Uniform Reminder 



As ever at Church Hill, we are continuing to raise our standards and expectations across the 

school. This includes refining our uniform expectations. The following amendments have 

been made to the uniform policy to provide greater clarity moving forward. 

Uniform Updates 

ω Pupilsќ hair must be naturally coloured. Prohibited hairstyles include unnatural 

colours (e.g. pink, blue, purple), shaved patterns or logos, and undercuts. 

ω Coats must be practical and appropriate for keeping pupils warm and/or dry. Hoodies 

and sweatshirts are not permitted as coats. From 13th April (after the Easter 

holiday), hoodies or sweatshirts worn as coats will be prohibited. 

ω Smart watches are not permitted. 

As ever, 

We are Kind 

We are Resilient 

We are Hard Working 

The Please read the full articles compiled by the staff and see the wonderful work your 

children have competed, along with the opportunities they have experienced. 

Have a restful Easter break, 

Kind regards 

Laura Jarvis  

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

KS2 News 

 

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting Autumn term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities 

both in and out of the classroom.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 5:  

This half-term has been packed full of exciting opportunities, new topics and plenty of 

opportunities to develop and apply our learning. Within this half-term Year 5 have 

completed their history topic of the Mayan Civilisation. This was a great opportunity to learn 

about the incredible technology, way of life, use of astronomy and the downfall to one of the 



most renown civilisations. Within Maths students have been connecting back to their 

previous learning and strengthening their understanding of the relationship between 

fractions, decimals and percentages. It has been truly great to witness all of our students 

increasing their confidence and understanding  of the relationship between these.  In our 

English lessons the students have been collating their knowledge of space to create detailed 

and purposeful non-chronological reports on our Solar system. This has been a great 

opportunity for each student to clearly demonstrate  and present the knowledge they have 

been learning. We have also began our new science topic of 'Forces' this half-term and the 

students have enjoyed many mini-practical lessons to test out and prove theories behind the 

topic, enhancing their analytical skills through trial and error, then assessing the data of our 

findings to prove or disprove the relevant theory. We would also like to congratulate all 

students on their maturity and engagement with test week. It was wonderful to see each 

student taking responsibility for their own development and implementing this into their 

tests. Well done everyone! 

 

Finally Year 5 had a brilliant time at the National Space center this half-term. We were truly 

proud of how well the students presented themselves, conducted their behaviour and 

engaged in the resources and activities available. This was an incredible moment which 

supported bringing all of our learning into real-life, allowing the students to experience, 

interact and observe how our science subjects develop into real-world jobs, resources and 

Space Travel. We were able to get up close and experience multiple modules which were 

used within space missions, astronauts outfits, food and living conditions. All students 

enjoyed the experience, especially our moment in the auditorium, where we experienced 

the conditions of being outside of our atmosphere and the conditions astronauts face. 

Thank you all for representing CHMS in a mature, responsible and polite manner. 

Year 6: 

Year 6 Learning Update: 

It's been another busy and productive period for Year 6 across all subjects. In Maths, the 

children have been mastering the connections between fractions, decimals and percentages, 

developing their fluency and problem-solving skills. English lessons have seen them crafting 

engaging diary entries and formal letters, showcasing their growing writing skills and 

understanding of different text types. During Guided Reading, the class has been thoroughly 

enjoying our new book 'Journey to the River Sea', with rich discussions and thoughtful 

responses to this captivating adventure story. In PSHE, we've been focusing on online safety, 

equipping the children with essential knowledge and strategies for staying safe in the digital 

world. We must also celebrate Year 6's incredible dedication and hard work during Test 

Week - they approached their assessments with determination, resilience, and a positive 

attitude that made us all very proud. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

KS3 News 

 

This half term KS3 students across the curriculum have been focusing on disciplinary literacy 

and the learning of key words and challenging vocabulary. We know that students with a 

broad vocabulary are more successful in their academic studies and in the world of work.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 7:  



Science Students have been exploring acids and alkalis, investigating their properties and 

learning how to use indicators to test different substances. Through handsȤon experiments, 

theyќve begun to understand the importance of acids, alkalis, and neutralisation in everyday 

life. 

English In English, Year 7 have focused on the spoken word. They have studied powerful 

speeches, including those by Malala Yousafzai, analysing how she uses her voice to inspire 

change. Students have also crafted and delivered their own speeches, developing their 

confidence in speaking and presenting to an audience. 

Art In Art, pupils have taken ownership of their creativity through an enquiry project. 

Theyќve had the freedom to choose their own topics and the style of artwork they wish to 

produce, encouraging independence, experimentation, and personal expression. The results 

have been wonderfully varied and imaginative. 

History In History, Year 7 have been stepping back in time to explore the fascinating world of 

medieval life. Students have learned about the structure of medieval society, daily life in 

towns and villages, and the roles people played within the feudal system. Theyќve enjoyed 

discovering how ordinary people lived, worked, and celebrated during this period. 

The term has also included an inȤdepth study of the Black Death. Pupils investigated how the 

plague spread across Europe, its devastating impact on the population, and the significant 

social and economic changes that followed. Through this topic, students have developed 

their understanding of cause and consequence, as well as how major events can shape 

history for generations. 

Geography  This half termќs Geography focus has been weather and climate. Students have 

been learning how weather is measured, what influences climate around the world, and 

how extreme weather events occur. They have also studied Hurricane Irma as a case study, 

exploring its impacts and how communities respond to natural disasters.  

Music  In Music, students have been developing their keyboard skills with a focus on 

accuracy, coordination, and performance confidence. They have also taken a deeper dive 

into music theory, exploring how the treble clef stave works and how notes are read and 

written to support their practical playing. 

Year 8:  

Maths   Students have been strengthening their number skills through work on fractions, 

decimals and percentages. Theyќve been learning how to convert between these forms, 

apply them to realȤlife contexts and solve increasingly complex problems that require careful 

reasoning. 

English   In English, pupils have been exploring Jane Eyre, focusing on character 

development, setting and the novelќs themes of identity, resilience and morality. Theyќve 



been analysing key passages and discussing how Charlotte Brontë uses language to shape 

atmosphere and emotion. 

History Year 8 have been deepening their understanding of global history through their 

study of the transatlantic slave trade. Students have explored how and why the trade 

developed, examining the roles played by European nations, African kingdoms, and the 

Americas. They have looked closely at the experiences of enslaved people, learning about 

the horrific conditions of the Middle Passage and the realities of life on plantations. 

Geography   This termќs Geography focus has been earthquakes and tsunamis. Students 

have been learning about tectonic processes, how seismic events occur and their impacts on 

people and landscapes. They have also studied the Boxing Day Tsunami as a case study, 

exploring both the human cost and the international response. 

Design Technology In Design & Technology, Year 8 students have been developing their 

creativity and practical skills through a batik textiles project. They have learned the 

traditional waxȤresist technique, exploring how patterns and designs can be built up through 

layers of wax and dye. Pupils have experimented with colour blending, pattern creation, and 

fabric decoration, producing vibrant and unique textile pieces. 

This project has encouraged careful craftsmanship and thoughtful design, giving students 

the opportunity to express their ideas through a culturally significant art form. 

Art   In Design & Technology, Year 8 students have been developing their creativity and 

practical skills through a batik textiles project. They have learned the traditional waxȤresist 

technique, exploring how patterns and designs can be built up through layers of wax and 

dye. Pupils have experimented with colour blending, pattern creation, and fabric decoration, 

producing vibrant and unique textile pieces. 

This project has encouraged careful craftsmanship and thoughtful design, giving students 

the opportunity to express their ideas through a culturally significant art form. 

PE   In PE, students have been participating in badminton and netball. Theyќve been building 

technical skills such as footwork, positioning and controlled movement, while also 

developing teamwork, strategy and confidence in competitive situations. 

Music  In Music, students have continued to be exploring music technology through 

BandLab, learning how to layer sounds, edit tracks, and work with digital tools. They are now 

applying these skills to create a short remix of their choice, developing creativity, musicality, 

and confidence in digital composition. 

 

If you would like to see what students will be learning about in more detail please visit the 

Church Hill website curriculum page. Church Hill Middle School - Curriculum 

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=17


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 



Abbeywood and Church Hill come together to judge the 'Royal Society 

Science book prize'! 

 

Abbeywood First School and Church Hill Middle School were delighted to be selected as part 

of the national judging panel for the Royal Society Young Peopleќs Book Prize, an annual 

event celebrating the very best science books written for young readers.  

Six pupils from each school had the exciting opportunity to read a selection of brand-new 

books from the competitionќs shortlist. As part of the judging process, the children shared 

their thoughts on the story, illustrations and overall enjoyment of each book, discussing 

what made them engaging and easy to understand.  

The final judging event took place in Church Hill Middle Schoolќs wonderful library. During 

the session, the older Church Hill pupils read excerpts from their favourite shortlisted books 

and explained why they believed their chosen titles deserved to win.  

Meanwhile, the younger Abbeywood pupils enjoyed watching the presentations, listening to 

the recommendations т and enjoying a few well-earned cookies as they did so.  



The experience gave pupils from both schools a fantastic opportunity to explore science 

through reading, develop their confidence in sharing opinions and celebrate their love of 

books together.  

A special thank you goes to Rosie Pretty, Charley Casey and Rachel Wilson for helping to 

organise the event and making this wonderful opportunity possible for our children.  

Celebrating reading at Church Hill 

 

Over the past few weeks, our students have been immersed in a range of exciting 

readingȤfocused activities, and I am delighted to share some of the highlights with you. 

World Book Day Celebrations 

World Book Day was a fantastic success this year. Our students embraced the spirit of the 

day with an incredible array of costumesуthank you for the time and creativity that went 

into supporting them. Golden Tickets were awarded to the bestȤdressed students from each 

class, making the celebrations even more special. 

Throughout the day, staff delivered a variety of readingȤinspired activities, from designing 

artwork and creating their own books to even taking part in a lively game of Quidditch! One 

of the most eagerly anticipated moments was the grand reveal of the Masked Reader, which 

caused great excitement across the school. Congratulations to classes 6H, 6S, 7H, and 8M, 

who successfully identified the most readers and earned themselves some wellȤdeserved 

sweets. 

Spoz the Poet Visits Year 7 



We were thrilled to welcome Spoz the Poet into school to work with our Year 7 students. 

They produced some truly impressive poetry, demonstrating creativity, teamwork, and 

thoughtful use of language. Spoz himself commented on the high standard of their work, 

and although he eventually had to choose a winning team, he was full of praise for all the 

groups involved. 

Poetry Slam at the Palace Theatre 

Our Poetry Slam winners had the exciting opportunity to perform at the Palace Theatre, 

competing against schools from across Worcestershire. The event took place in front of a full 

audience, creating an exciting and energetic atmosphere. Adding to the occasion, three 

professional poets served as judges, offering expert feedback and insight. 

Despite the high level of competition, our students performed their original piece with 

confidence, composure, and genuine passion. They represented the school brilliantly and 

should be incredibly proud of their achievement. 

Across all these events, it has been wonderful to see students engaging so positively with 

reading and literature. The discussions sparked by textsуwhether through poetry, stories, or 

performancesуhave been thoughtful, lively, and inspiring. 

We look forward to continuing to nurture this love of reading throughout the year. 

"A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The man who never reads lives only 

one."у George R.R. Martin 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



Year 8 France Residential 

 

Our Year 8 students enjoyed a fantastic fourȤday residential in France, where they 

experienced a rich variety of cultural activities and had plenty of opportunities to practise 

speaking French with the locals. Highlights of the trip included tasting snails, making 

traditional apple juice, exploring an authentic chocolate factory, and discovering the 

wonders of the Sea Life Centre. The visit also included time on the beautiful French beaches, 

offering students the opportunity to play, explore and collect seashells. The children 

demonstrated impeccable behaviour throughout the entire visit, representing the school 

with maturity, kindness and enthusiasm in every setting. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


