Church Hill Middle School
Summer term 1 2026

A message from Mrs Jarvis
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CHURCH HILL
MIDDLE SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Carers,
This half term has absolutely flown by; how are we in Summer term already!

| will firstly start by thanking the year 6 children, teachers, achievement assistants and
parents/carers for their collective hard work and dedication in completing SATS. This year
group have truly excelled in the level of maturity and commitment shown to completing
each assessment and they fully deserve a well earned rest this half term. What a team; we

are really proud of you!

As a Principal | am incredibly proud of the range of activities, experiences and trips we have
on offer at Church Hill and our SWAY newsletter gives us the opportunity to showcase this to
you all. This half term we have enabled students to;

- visit Warwick Castle and its famous dungeon!

- celebrate the grand opening of our wellbeing garden with parents/carers
- view the solar system within our own gym

- meet our older generation in our 'bridge the gap' community session and
- embark on creative risk taking in the year 7 Art project

However, following the success of SATs our proudest moment has to be Mrs Burns
celebrating 30 years of working at Church Hill. What an achievement and testament to the
school. She is a fantastic member of staff and beloved by all!! We thank you Mrs Burns!!

AS ever,
We are Kind
We are Resilient

We are Hard Working



Please read the full articles compiled by the staff and see the wonderful work your children
have completed, along with the opportunities they have experienced.

Have a restful half term and enjoy the sunshine,
Kind regards
Mrs Jarvis

Principal
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KS2 News

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting Summer term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities
both in and out of the classroom.

We have been learning about:
Year 5:

Year 5 have had another fantastic k@fm, truly going from strength to strength. A huge

well done to everyone for their flexibility and maturity with exiting their classrooms during

the Year 6 SAT's week. During this week students were able to engage with their learning in a
more hands on and interactive format. Members of 5H and 5C exploregbi@jescenarios

and how to effectively, positively and maturely resolve uncomfortable scenarios. This was
great to see the children engage with réé scenarios and explore different productive

methods to safely and calmly resolve these.

All students in year 5 experienced a great opportunity from the University of Warwick, who
kindly brought in an inflatable planetarium so we could explore our universe, stars and
planets in more detail. This experience supported students to embed the knowledge they
had gain from our previous Solar system topic earlier in the year. It was lovely to see so
many of our students not only being so kind and respectful towards our guests from the
university but for also asking some truly incredible questions whétped to raise some



interesting debates during these sessions. A huge well done for representing our school and
for showcasing all of our values.

Year 5 have also covered many interesting topics within thistéadf including our math

focus of using the four operations with decimals, using descriptive writing tools such as
expanded noun phrases, alliteration and relative clauses to write effective setting and
character descriptions all based on scenes and characters from our current novel 'When the
Mountains Roared." This text is also used within guided reading lessons to help support our
confidence and ability to accurately understand words in context and infer purposeful
opinions based on evidence with a text. We hope parents and students have enjoyed taking
part in our Volcanic homework project. We are really looking forward to seeing the entries
and hopefully withessing some eruptions!

The Year 5 team continue to be extremely proud of each and every student and the
incredible progress they are demonstrating since our start in September.

Year 6:
Year 6 Learning Update:

Year 6 have had an incredibly busy and successful half term, showing enthusiasm and
determination across all areas of the curriculum. In Maths, pupils have worked hard
developing their understanding of word problems, shape, algebra and statistics,
demonstrating excellent reasoning and problesmilving skills. In English, the children

produced some fantastic nechronological reports all about the Battle of Britain,

showecasing their creativity, organisation and use of ambitious vocabulary. In History, Year 6
thoroughly enjoyed learning about the Windrush Generation, gaining a deeper
understanding of its importance and impact on British society. In Science, pupils explored
Classification and developed their skills in grouping and identifying living things, while PSHE
lessons encouraged thoughtful discussions and lots of insightful and important learning. We
are also incredibly proud of how brilliantly all of the children approached their SATs this term,
showing resilience, maturity and a fantastic attitude thghwut. They truly deserved their

SATs reward day, which was enjoyed by all and was a wonderful way to celebrate their hard
work and achievements.
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Year 7:

This half term, Year 7 students have made strong progress across a broad and engaging
curriculum. In Science, they have explored reproduction in both humans and plants,
developing their understanding of key biological processes and how living organisms grow
and reproduce.



In English, students have been building their persuasive writing skills and confidently
practising debating techniques, learning how to structure arguments clearly and express
their opinions effectively.

In Art, students have demonstrated creativity and attention to detail through pen drawing,
focusing on insects and refining their observational and sketching skills.

Geography lessons have centred on axd@pth study of Africa, with a particular focus on
the Maasai people and the impact of tourism in Tanzania, helping students to understand
cultural diversity and global development issues.

In Maths, students have covered a wide range of topics, including fractions and percentages
of amounts, perimeter and area, speed, distance and time, as well as angles and polygons.
More recently, they have been consolidating their learning in preparation for upcoming
assessments by revisiting key topics such as fractions, decimals and percentages, alongside
algebra.

In Music, Year 7 students have been exploring folk music by comparing a range of traditional
instruments and their distinctive timbres, before applying their knowledge in a final

keyboard performance dffhe Wellermagfocusing on melody, accompaniment and

technique.

In PE, students have been developing their skills in athletics, taking part in track events such
as the 100m, 200m, and 800m, alongside field events including high jump, javelin, and
discus, to build speed, technique, and overall performance.

Overall, students have shown positive engagement and a growing confidence in their
learning as they prepare for their eraf-term assessments.

Year 8:

This half term, Year 8 students have continued to build their knowledge and skills across a
range of subjects. In Science, they have studied the concepts of work done and energy
transfers, developing a clearer understanding of how energy moves between systems and
how it can be measured and applied in r@arld contexts.

In English, students have been refining their ability to construct balanced arguments and
persuasive writing, learning how to consider different viewpoints while also presenting their
own opinions in a clear, structured, and convincing way.

In Art, students have explored caricature, developing their creativity and observational skills
by exaggerating key features to create expressive and imaginative portraits. In Geography,
they have focused on coastal environments, including a case study of Happisburgh, where
they completed a decisiomaking exercise to evaluate different coastal management
strategies and their impacts.



In Maths, students have studied standard form, interpreting and representing data, and
angles in parallel lines and polygons. More recently, they have been revising key topics in
preparation for their upcoming assessments, consolidating their understanding and building
confidence.

In Music, Year 8 students have been exploring video game music and have composed their
own character themes, developing their understanding of mood, melody, and musical
storytelling.

In PE, students have been developing their skills in athletics, taking part in track events such
as the 100m, 200m, and 800m, alongside field events including high jump, javelin, and
discus, to build speed, technique, and overall performance.

Overall, students have demonstrated positive engagement and resilience in their learning as
they prepare for their enébf-term tests.

Opening of the wellbeing garden

Church Hill Middle School has used its Public Health grant to renovate an overgrown, unused
courtyard garden and made it into a welcoming, wellbeing space to support their pupils.



The school wanted to create a central space for the children to use for quiet mindful time, a
space to read, retreat and connect with others.

The new area includes group benches to encourage the children to connect with one
another and promote positive communication, planters to teach the children responsibility
and encourage pride in helping something grow, garden games to support communication
through enjoyment and play, and an edged off nature area to promote relaxation and care
for the environment.

Pupils have enjoyed using this area during lunchtimes to have a wellbeing space away from
the playground, which can sometime be loud and overwhelming.

A group of SEND pupils have worked alongside their parents and carers, as part of-an after
school wellbeing club, to create this wonderful space. Bringing together the school and
wider community, strengthening the connections between home and school.

We have also ran a competition to for the students to design a mural for our walls with the
help of a local sign makers, brightening up the large expanse of brick with beautiful art work.

The school are extremely grateful for the grant, which has enabled them to create this
wellbeing space for their pupils and allow them to have the tools needed to maintain the
garden.

Well done and thank you

A massive well done to Natasha, Olivia, Kitson and Grace for being selected for the winning
designs for their mural! Their beautiful designs were printed onto a large canvas and will be
on display for a year in the wellbeing garden.

Also, a big thank you to all the children and parent's who supported in renovating this space
for our school. The club ran by Ms Gardner has helped to plant flowers, clear and tidy the
area as well as create beautiful decorations to brighten it all up! Well done team!
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30 years at Church HilCelebrating Mrs Burns!
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Tocelebrate 30 years of dedicated servicie school recognisédrs Burns,a valued
member of staff whose commitment and passion have made a lasting impact on the
community. Over the past three decades, Mrs Bfvasd work and care have supported
generations of pupils and contributed significantly to the life of the school. Known for her
great sense of humour, kindness, and caring demeanour, she is deeply appreciated by



colleagues and pupils alike. This milestone provides an opportunity to honour and commend
her exceptional contribution to education.




Warwick Castle

At the start of this term, our Year 7 students enjoyed an exciting and educational trip to
Warwick Castle as part of their history studies on the War of the Roses. The visit brought
their learning to life and provided a memorable insight into this fascinating period of British
history.

During the day, students explored the castle grounds, both inside the impressive medieval
buildings and across the expansive outdoor areas. They took part in an engaging War of the
Roses workshop, where they deepened their understanding of the rivalry between the
Houses of York and Lancaster through interactive activities.

One of the highlights of the trip was the spectacular Birds of Prey show, where students
witnessed these magnificent creatures in flight and learned about their role in medieval life.
For those feeling particularly brave, the Warwick Castle Dungeons offered a thrilling (and
slightly spooky!) experience, immersing students in the darker side of history.

The trip was a huge success, with students enthusiastically sharing how much they enjoyed
the experience. It was a fantastic opportunity to enrich their learning beyond the classroom,
and their excellent behaviour and engagement made us very proud.






