Church Hill Middle School
Weekly Update Friday 29th September

Welcome from Miss Hairris.

What another excellent week at Church Hill Middle School!



We are supporting and sharing with you this week a very exciting opportunity for Ks2: The 500 Word
Story competition! Please see below for more details. | am very excited to read some of your entries!

Thank you to everyone who attended and supported our Macmillan Coffee Afternoons this week. It
was amazing to see so many of you from our community in our hall enjoying the time with your
children and each other.

Finally, a huge well done to all of our celebration assembly winners this week. It was lovely hearing
and reading about why you have won your awards. They are very well deserved!

A special shout out t&rin SmitH(8J0D), Charlie Griffith€8JD), Heidi Dawsor(8JD), Brody Blak&7SH,
George Turne(BFQ, Lennon YateJD), Farris Khatloneq6BD), Lawan Mohammed@5CB, Kaitlyn
Howard(6BD andBethany Spaci€/SH this week for being our top 10 EPraise students. Keep up the
hard work!

Dates for your diary

[

Please see below a list of key dates for this half term. Further information around these events will
be send via EPraise.

Monday 25th September Friday 6th October Year 5 Bikeability.
Wednesday 4th OctobeReading Workshop with Mrs Wilson
Thursday 19th October 50C and 5MP Harvest assembly at 2.15 pm
Friday 20th October 5CB and 5KS Harvest assembly at 2.15 pm

Wednesday 25tiOctober Special Halloween Breakfast


https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=970385
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=8JD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=970409
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=8JD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=970412
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=8JD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1181881
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=7SF
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=970398
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=8FG
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=970360
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=8JD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1423889
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=6BD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1666495
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=5CB
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1423878
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1423878
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=6BD
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=student_points&id=1181995
https://www.epraise.co.uk/index.php?view=leaderboard_one_tutor_group&tutor_group=7SF

Wednesday 25ttOctober Open Evening (6pm onwards)
Friday 27thOctober Teacher Training Day and End of Term

Tuesday 21st (3.306.30) and Wednesday 22nd Novembg.30- 5.30)Parents' Evenings for all
classes.

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon

WE ARE
» MACMILLAN.

~ CANCER SUPPORT
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MORNING

Macmillan Coffee Afternoons: what a success!

Thank you all for your support for this event. It was excellent to have so many parents and carers on
site, enjoying coffee and cake with our pupils.

We will announce how much we raised in next week's newsletter!



Halloween Breakfast

On Wednesday 25th October, we are hosting a special Halloween Breakfast at our breakfast club.
The special breakfast will consist of a range of hot breakfast items.
If you wish for your child to attend, please pa1.50 on Parent Pay by Monday 23rd October.

Normal breakfast club items will still be available for purchase on this day for children who do not
wish to have the special breakfast.
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Punctuality Focus and Tips Refresher

ttendance

Matters

. Mornings are the best time of
the day for learning.

Regular habits of lateness can amount to
days of learning lost over a school year;
therefore, we ask families to establish

morning/ evening routines to assist
arrival to school:

5 minutes before 8:30am (Years 7 and 8 )
and 8:45am (Years 5 and 6).

Late entry to class can also be distressing
for children and disrupts learning for
others.

Learning for all must start on time to
make the most of each school day; a

ositive start to the school day enables
children feel more settled and ready to

learn.
®

(™~ | Central Region
=0 Schonls Trust

IMPORTANT REMINDER:
The DfE has made it clear that
headteachers are not to authorise
absence for any holidays during term
time, except under exceptional
circumstances.

We will not therefore grant authorisation

for absence in the following instances:

« Day trips and holidays in term time.

« Leaving school unnecessarily during the
school day.

* Not ling school for an

4
reason such as shopping or birthdays.

+ Absences which have not been properly
explained or have failed to follow the
absence procedure.

praise

Either contact youl
teacher or Mrs R Evan
Lead for Attendance/



TOP 10 - Routines, Tips, Organisation to Support your Child's Attendance.

-

. Set a regular bed time and morning routine; this makes everyone feel in control and helps tl

start of the day feeling good.

. Set more than one alarm - be on time, everyday.

. Lay out clothes, shoes and bag, organise lunch the night before.

. Don’t let your child stay at home unless they are truly unwell.

. Avoid unnecessary absences. Keep in mind complaints of a stomachache or headache can be a

sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home.

. If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, pastoral team, or other

parents for advice on how to make them feel comfortable and excited about learning.

7. When your child seems better they may arrive to school for afternoon lessons. (Half days coun
towards school attendance, but also can help children feel more confident about returning ti
school after illness.)

8. Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family membel
neighbour, or another parent.

9. Talk about the importance of attendance at home - use examples about how attendance is
regarded in the work place.

10.If your child attends an unavoidable medical appointment during the school day, minimi:

time they miss out of lessons by returning them to school the same day or asap.
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Reading

There is a parent workshop on Wednesday 4th October to support you with Renaissance Reading at
home.

Come along to find out ways you can support your child's reading, and learn about how we
encourage and help their reading in school.

Sign up on EPraise!

500 Word Story Competition!

500 Words, the UR most successful childré&writing competition has now opened for
submissions and will run till Friday 10 November.

Since the competition was first launched in 2011 by Chris Evans on the Radio 2 Breakfast Show, it has
received over one million stories from children throughout the UK.

This year, the two age categories willB& yearoldsand8-11 yearolds.

Children of all abilities are encouraged to use their creativity and imaginatiamit® a story they
would love to read!

Our brilliant 500 Word judges are back; awavohning and bestelling authorg=rank CottreH

Boyce Francesca SimqiCharlie Higsonand former childre@ laureate Malorie Blackman We are
delighted to say that this year there will be a new addition to the panel, TV legend and children's
author, Sir Lenny HenryThe judges will be casting their expert eyes over the final 50 stories. You can
find out why they are perfect judgeeere.

This year, BBC Breakfast will be hosting the competition supported by us on BBC Teach. The winners
will be featured in a special 500 Word programme witie One Show, on World Book Day on 7
March 2024.

Please visit the following, or Google BBC Teach 500 Words 2023 for more details.


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/500-words/meet-the-judges/znwv46f

www.bbc.co.uk/500words

26th September - 10th November.

We can't wait to read your stories



https://www.bbc.co.uk/500words

KS2- Let's Celebrate!

KASE Champions

Hannah Young 50C

Hannah has been absolutely incredible this week in English, | have been blown away by the standard
of her writing inEnglish this week but also the entire year so far. Her turn of phrase and style
iswonderful to read and engages me evéiye.

Sadie Shedd 5CB

Sadie is always one who gives her all in lessons and puts in her full effort consistently. She is always
engaged with thdearning, seldirected to know what is expected of her each lesson and is always
purposeful with her work completing it tithe very best standard excellent work Sadie!

Victor Makuch 5MP

Always being engaged and enthusiastic about work in every subject. He shows great resilience and
perseverance as Hearns and progresses. Keep it up!

Katey Dixon 5KS/PC

Katey is always the first to finish any task given in class. She works quietly an@ beghers
distract her from what shaeeds to do and produces lovely neat and presentable work.

Amelia Marston- 6JE

For always being engaged and determined in every lesson. She always aspires to do her best and puts
every effort intoeverything she does. She is quickly becoming an excellent role model for all. Keep it
up Amelia!

Max Onyszk 6BD



