
 

Church Hill Middle School                   
Summer term 1 newsletter 

A message from Mrs Jarvis 

 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Communication 

Thank you for taking the time to visit and read our half termly sway. We aim to provide you 

with a snapshot of the wealth of lessons, and opportunities, that the pupils are open to 

within a term with a hope to showcase our core aim of fostering ' a love of teaching and a 

love of learning'. 

For daily pictures of student work please visit - Church Hill Middle facebook page 

Arbor 

Following May half term we will have fully converted over to Arbor. If you have not managed 

to download or get access to Arbor please contact the office on 

office@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk.  

All incoming communication from parents and carers will come into the office who will then 

triage this to the corresponding person/department. You will then have a response come in 

directly through the in-app messaging system.  

Please see our feature below for further information. 

KS2 SATs 

We are incredibly proud of the attitude and maturity demonstrated by our year 6 pupils. 

They showed resilience in their revision and conduct through each test, they  worked hard 

on practising their knowledge in preparation for their tests and they showed incredible 

kindness and consideration for each other and their teachers throughout.   

Uniform 

Through consultation with pupils, parents and teachers we have opted to adapt our PE 

uniform for the start of the Autumn term 2025. These changes are to ensure our students 

https://www.facebook.com/people/Church-Hill-Middle-School/61555850763577/
https://office@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk/


are smart and comfortable but to also ensure that different options are available to suit all 

family budgets. Further details about the PE uniform changes had been sent out directly but 

can also be found below.  

Lastly, I want to thank you for all your support in this short but very busy half term and to 

have a restful half term break. 

We are Kind 

We are Resilient 

We are Hard working 

 

Kind regards 

Laura Jarvis  

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

KS2 News 

 

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting spring term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities 

both in and out of the classroom.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 6 have been learning all about the Windrush Generation in history this half term. They 

have done research into where the Windrush Generation came from, looked at the journey 

the Empire Windrush made and also what conditions were like for the Caribbean people 

once they arrived in England. In addition to this, it has been great to see the interest the 

children have had in our WW2 lessons that linked to the Windrush topic. We have had lots 

of rich discussions this half term and the children have asked some excellent questions, as 

well as discussed their opinions and inferences well.  



As well as this, all of Year 6 have worked incredibly hard in their SATs tests and have given it 

their all. Their concentration, effort and hard work is commendable, and we are so proud of 

them! As a post SATs reward, we had some time on the field playing team sports and games 

such as Capture the Flag. The Kick Rounders tournament won by 6CB! 

This term, Year 5 have been really busy learning lots of new skills across the curriculum. In 

maths, we have been looking at statistics and solving problems linked to line graphs and bar 

charts. We then moved onto a shape module where we have been learning how to use a 

protractor to measure angles as well as identifying angles and calculating missing angles. In 

English and guided reading, we have been using the wonderful book 'When the mountains 

roared' which is set in the Himalayas. The exciting story has really hooked us. This half term, 

we have been learning about newspaper reports. The class wrote a cold task about an event 

in the story and this week are finishing their hot write about a volcanic eruption. They have 

worked really hard at improving their skills for this tricky text type. In humanities, we have 

been developing our Geography skills by learning about the Lake District, Poland and 

Jamaica. We have looked at their populations, terrain and their economy. We will be working 

this week on comparing them.  Outside of the classroom, Year 5 have been improving their 

athletics skills including running, shot put and high jump. They have also been working on 

their teamwork during rounders tournaments on Friday afternoons.  

Upcoming events in KS2: 

SATs: Monday 12th May - Thursday 15th May 

Y6 Residential: Friday 4th July - Sunday 6th July 

Monday 16th June: Trust Maths Challenge Competition. 6 Year 5 pupils will be representing 

our school at this competition. You will receive a letter if you are involved! 

Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th July: Transition Days. Details about these days will be 

shared with you early next half term.  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 



KS3 News 

 

KS3 students been working hard on their Summer Ebacc Assessments (English, mathematics, 

geography, history, science and French) this half term. Teachers have supported students by 

designing and delivering revision lessons in school and providing revision to complete at 

home. This is an opportunity to prepare students for high school and to also provide 

teachers with the information they need to measure progress and improve our schemes of 

learning.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 7: In Art students have begun their enquiry based project where they have a choice of 

mediums to work with, and topic ideas. Students have really enjoyed being able to chose 

their own focus! In geography students have been learning about extreme weather event's 

including hurricanes, and in history they have been learning about life in medieval England. 

In English students have been studying the power of spoken language through the words of 

Malala Yousafzai, a school girl who survived being shot by the Taliban to later gain a degree 

at the University of Oxford. In computing students have been making their own games using 

Scratch software.  

Year 8: In English students have been learning how to be persuasive by using a range of 

rhetoric techniques. In art students have been practicing their portrait skills, including 

creating some fantastic caricatures. In food technology students have making the school 

smell amazing whilst making focaccia bread, and in music students have been using online 

music technology to compose their own musical master pieces. In Science students have 

been learning about the wonders of the human body and energy transfers. 

If you would like to see what students will be learning about in more detail please visit the 

Church Hill website curriculum page. Church Hill Middle School - Curriculum 

Summer Home Learning:  

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=17


All students in KS3 will be set regular home learning tasks in the summer term. These will be 

set by subject teachers according to the schedule below: 

English and Maths 

Weekly  

Up to 30 minutes  

Science Languages + Humanities  

Fortnightly  

Up to 30 minutes 

Drama/RE/Music/Art  

Every 4 Weeks  

Up to 30 minutes   

Completing home learning tasks is an important part of preparing students for high school. 

Students will be rewarded for excellent home learning by their class teachers. We will also 

be tracking those students that do not complete their home learning tasks and the Phase 

Team will contact parents and carers of these students to discuss the barriers to completing 

home learning tasks and to offer support to ensure that all students build healthy habits 

around completing learning at home.  

Year 8 Celebration Evening  

On Tuesday 15th July our Year 8 students will be invited to a Celebration Evening at Arrow 

Vale. More information to follow as our students are busy planning the evening to ensure it's 

a fun way to celebrate the journey our students have been on at Church Hill over the last 

four years and all their achievements. 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 



Breakfast Club 

 

Article from Rebecca Atkins and Donna Burns our Breakfast club leads 

• Why was breakfast club set up? 

Some children used to arrive to school really early, so the school decided to invite them in 

for hot chocolate and toast, and it’s evolved from there really. However, Breakfast is the 

most important meal of the day, so it sets the children up for the school day. 

• How long has it been run for? 

It will be 10 years this September. 

• How many children attend? 

It started as 8 to 10 children daily and it recently has increased to 30 to 35 children daily. We 

can get up to 50 children on Special Breakfast days. 

• How does it help the children? 

It focuses the children ready for the school day. Brings friendships together as they enjoy the 

games, films, chat with friends while enjoying breakfast. Some children get anxious coming 

into school, visiting breakfast club gives them a positive start to the day. 



• Why the special breakfast? 

The children enjoy something different, so we offer this once a month. Gives the children 

new experiences, maybe foods they may not try at home. We try to create themed Special 

Breakfasts, so far, this academic year we have had MacMillian, Halloween, Remembrance 

Day, Christmas, Welcome Back, Valentines, Pancake Day, Easter and most recently Children’s 

Choice. 

• Why do you enjoy running it? 

Donna: I enjoying talking to the kids, watching them with their smiley faces and listening to 

laughter. Listening to their troubles and being able to help them. Love watching them enjoy 

their food, we have a speciality ‘ The Breakfast Bread House’. It’s our own little community. 

Becky: I love the interaction with the children, talking to them about their weekend or 

evening. I love seeing them excited over playing games and watching films. Knowing that 

these children have full bellies and are set up for the day, what more could I ask for. I would 

be lost if I didn’t run Breakfast Club. 

• How can parents and carers apply for their child to be in breakfast club? 

https://forms.office.com/e/0ckv90Pbk1 

We have a Microsoft form set up (as above). So, they can message the office expressing their 

interest and we can send parents/carers the link that way. Parents will then need to fill out 

the Microsoft Form.  

 

https://forms.office.com/e/0ckv90Pbk1


 

 

 



 

Church Hill Sports events and upcoming fixtures 

 

Despite this being a short half-term, we still had plenty of sporting success to celebrate. 

• Year 5 & 6 indoor rowing competition. 

• Year 7 & 8 indoor rowing competition - Year 7 boys 2nd place, Year 8 girls 2nd place, 

Year 8 boys 2nd place, Jakub 2nd place Year 8 boys individual, Jackson 3rd place 

year 7 boys individual. 

• Year 8 take silver in the district netball tournament. 



• Milly qualified at the county athletics trials and will represent Redditch next month at 

the county school athletics competition in 100m and shot putt. 

• Year 7 & 8 girls football team reached the final of the Worcestershire County-Cup, 

narrowly missing out on bringing the cup home after a 2-1 loss - big thank you to all 

the parents and staff who have come to support the girls throughout this 

competition. 

Keep fit; join a team; make friends; enjoy sport!  

Speak to the PE staff to find out how you can take part.  

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

Condover Hall - Year 8 Residential 

 

At the end of Spring term, our Year 8 students attended their residential to Condover Hall in 

Shrewsbury. 



The students were amazing and faced all the challenges that each activity brought with a 

positive attitude.  Many lasting memories were made for our Year 8 students to take with 

them on to high school. 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

Rewards for attendance and positive behaviour 

 



 

1 - This term, we have given out 36 awards for 100% attendance during our weekly raffles! These have include, chocolate 
and sweets, amazon vouchers and vouchers for days out, including at Atwell Farm, No Limits Trampoline Park and Wythall 
Transport Museum. This term has seen our highest number of children achieving 100% attendance and 50 more children 

have achieved 98% or above than last term - well done, Church Hill! Next term, we will continue with the attendance awards. 
We look forward to seeing who the winners are. Please note, that children attending medical appointments, where evidence 

is shown to school will still be including in attendance raffles.  

We know being a parent/carer can be challenging at times. We are here to help if there are any problems affecting your 
child. Do please speak with your child’s class teacher/form tutor in the first instance or the phase leader of their key stage.    

To assist parents deciding whether their child is too ill to attend school or otherwise, the NHS have produced a weblink you 
may also find useful: Is my child too ill for school? - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  

Behaviour rewards have taken place this week, including Key Stage reward afternoons, a pizza party with Mr Harrison-
Webster and a behaviour raffle for any children achieving more than 50 EPraise points this half term. Well done to all of the 

children that have worked hard to achieve these rewards this week!  

Transferring over to Arbor 

 

Important Update: Transition to Arbor for School Communications 

We are writing to remind you that from Monday, 2nd June, our school will be moving all 

communications from Epraise to the Arbor platform. This change will help us streamline 

communication and ensure you receive timely and consistent updates regarding your child’s 

education and wellbeing. 

From this date, all communication from the school will be sent via the Arbor app. Messages 

will come through the school office and be shared with the appropriate member of staff. 

Please ensure you have downloaded the Arbor app and enabled notifications, so you don’t 

miss any important updates. 

As outlined in our communication policy, we aim to respond to all messages within 48 hours 

during the school week. 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


In addition to general communication, all behaviour-related updates will now be available 

through Arbor, including: 

· Detention notifications: You will receive an automatic message if your child receives a C2 

detention. 

· Positive behaviour points: These will also be visible in the app and will continue to reflect 

our school values of being Ready, Respectful, Safe, and Taking Responsibility. 

To support you with this transition, we have created a dedicated help page on our website 

with videos and guides on how to set up and use Arbor. You can access it here: Arbor Help 

for Parents/Guardians 

Additionally, the Arbor app includes a Help Centre, which you can access by tapping the 

question mark icon in the top right corner of the app. This provides step-by-step guidance on 

using its features. 

We appreciate your support in making this transition as smooth as possible. If you have any 

questions or need further assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact the school office. 

New KS2 and KS3 homework policy (coming Summer 1) 

 

We are currently reviewing our home learning policy with staff and students. We are looking 

to launch this with parents/carers next half term. In the interim the following home learning 

will be set for KS3 and KS2 pupils.   

KS2 Home Learning:  

Maths and English tasks will be set weekly on the Learn by Questions website: Learning by 

Questions 

Additional homework will be project based and set on a half-termly basis.  

KS3 Home Learning:  

Maths tasks will be set weekly on the Learn by Questions website: Learning by Questions 

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Arbor+Help+for+Parents%2FGuardians&pid=139
https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Arbor+Help+for+Parents%2FGuardians&pid=139
https://www.lbq.org/login
https://www.lbq.org/login
https://www.lbq.org/login


English students will be set a project based activity. This activity will be issued to students by 

their English teacher after half term.  

Uniform expectations (Until the end of Summer 2025) 

 

 

New Uniform expectations  for PE kit  - September 2025 

Subject: New additions and changes to PE uniform for Autumn term 2025  

Our school has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with 

statutory guidance from the Department for Education on the cost of school uniform.  We 

understand that items with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or items that 

have to have a school logo or a unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be purchased from a 

wide range of retailers and that requiring many such items limits parents’ ability to ‘shop 

around’ for a low price. 

Therefore, we have made the following accommodations to our PE uniform.  

PE uniform adaptations (please refer to the visual posters to see pictures) 

• PE top – still a mandatory branded item (no change) 

• PE Jumpers – Blazers will no longer be worn over PE kits on PE days.  Instead, a 

Church Hill branded tracksuit top is to be worn or an unbranded navy crew neck 

sweatshirt. No hoodies are to be worn in school.  



• PE bottoms – A range of PE bottoms are now available. School shorts are still advised 

for warm summer days along with a PE skort which will now be available. For colder 

months our navy branded leggings/tracksuit bottoms are to be worn (matching our 

tracksuit top) or a pair of unbranded navy jogging bottoms/leggings.  

These changes are to ensure that students are both smart and comfortable on PE days and 

allows for parents/carers the ability to select items that match their budget.  

We expect that all pupils wear the uniform both in school and when representing the school 

at events or on visits. When the pupils are travelling to and from school in the community, 

we expect that the same high uniform standards are met with the pupils wearing the 

uniform with pride and role modelling our values. 

 



 

 



 

Key dates 

KS3 EBACC Assessments: All assessments will take place between Monday 12th May and 

Friday 6th June 

Year 5 Maths Challenge: 6 Year 5 pupils will be representing our school at the Trust Maths 

Challenge 

Church Hill and Abbeywood Summer fete  - 27th June  - 4-5pm 

Year 6 Residential (Culmington Manor): Friday 6th July - Sunday 8th July.   

Children's University Graduation: Early July. Invitations will be sent out upon our return to 

school and a date will be shared once confirmed with the University.    

Transition Days: 9th and 10th July. Communication around these days will be sent out early 

next half term. 

End of Year Reports: Week commencing 7th July 



Community Links 

 

The CTA  (Community teachers association) has now been set up and we are starting to 

organise our first events! 

We are organising a disco for both Church Hill and Abby Wood as well as a joint Summer fete. 

All proceeds raised will go towards both schools.  

If you would like to join the CTA team please e-mail the office office@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk 

Support for families 

 

https://office@churchhill.worcs.sch.uk/


 

 

 

2 - The Nigel Prosser foundation 

Support for families with SEN 

Free Sen Support For Families | Nigel Prosser Foundation 

https://www.thenigelprosserfoundation.org/


Support your child’s online usage over the May half term.  

 

There are no exact rules about the right age to give your child access to technology. Parents 

are making choices about whether and when to grant greater independence and freedom 

for their children online.  

Whether you are handing down an old device or buying your child a new bit of tech, it is 

important to think about: 

• The age you give your child their own device. 

• The access your child has to online platforms and services. 

We regularly speak to children and their families about access to technology and consider 

this alongside what evidence tells us about its impact. 

Advice for parents of pre-teens and teens 

• Follow age requirements - Many popular Apps, sites and games are 13+, it is 

important to check and follow these with pre-teens. 

• Speak to phone providers - If your child owns their own smartphone then contact 

the service provider to make sure it is registered as a child's device. This means 

additional safety restrictions can be put in place. 

• Support your child with their settings - Support your child to manage their safety 

and wellbeing settings across devices and accounts. 

• Focus on regular safety conversations – It’s important to keep conversations regular 

at this age.  

• Share youth facing help and support - Make sure your child knows about services 

that can help like Childline.  

• Revisit parental controls frequently– you will likely need to revisit your parental 

controls regularly.  



• Explore healthy habits together – Healthy habits work best when all the family 

agrees to following them. This could be agreeing to charge devices away from beds 

to support sleep and not using devices during mealtimes to help take breaks. 
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