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Autumn term 1 2025  

A message from Mrs Jarvis 

 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Firstly, welcome to everyone and thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. 

Our half termly newsletter comes out on the last school day of each half term. In our 

newsletter we have standing items on KS2 and KS3 news, curriculum and photos of students 

and their work. All past editions of our half termly SWAY can be viewed on the school 

website.  

We also use the SWAY as an opportunity to celebrate in school activities , notify you of 

upcoming events and provide further information regarding school expectations and policies. 

There also is a section at the end about support for parents and how to join our 'Community 

teachers association'. 

Future vision 

Our vision is to achieve social justice through excellent schooling, fostering a legacy of 

mutual trust and respect. We strive to create an environment where a love of teaching 

inspires a love of learning, enabling every individual to thrive. By prioritising the raising of 

standards in Church Hill, we empower our students to achieve great outcomes with kindness, 

resilience, and hard work at the heart of all we do. 

Outcomes 

We are very proud of our outcomes at Church Hill. The students and team worked incredibly 

hard to secure an incredible set of results Church Hill SATs results 2025. 

In reading we attained 80% at age related expectation and above (the highest in the local 

area) and above national (75%). 

In writing we attained 67% at age related expectation and above 

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Assessment+data&pid=18


In Maths we attained 73% at age related expectation and above which was just below 

national (74%) 

In combined (reading, writing and maths) we attained 60% (2nd highest in the local area) at 

age related expectation and above and just below national (62%) 

I want to assure you that our priority is to raise standards and outcomes at Church Hill to 

ensure that all children leave our school with an education that prepares them for High 

school and future qualifications.  

Parents evening 

Parents evening slots have been scheduled using our Arbor application. If you need any help 

with completing this please contact the office on office@churchhill.crst.org.uk or via the 

Arbor app directly.  

As ever, 

We are Kind 

We are Resilient 

We are Hard working 

Have a fantastic half term break and we look forward to seeing you on Monday 3rd 

November.  

Kind regards 

Laura Jarvis  

 

mailto:office@churchhill.crst.org.uk


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



KS2 News 

 

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting Autumn term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities 

both in and out of the classroom.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 6: 

Year 6 have had a fantastic half term filled with exciting and inspiring learning across the 

curriculum! In history, they have been fully immersed in their study of monarchs and the 

Victorians, brought vividly to life by their trip to the Black Country Museum. During the trip, 

we watched real-life nail making demonstrations; had an immersive experience in the 

Victorian school house and even visited the chemist learning about the Black Death! In 

science, we have recapped our learning of variables doing an exciting experiment of making 

paper helicopters! Pupils have begun exploring electricity and atoms, preparing for an 

exciting hands-on experiment to deepen their understanding in our new topic. Through our 

class text Street Child, they have delved into the hardships of Victorian life and showcased 

their creativity in English by writing detailed character descriptions of the evil Mr Spink! In 

maths, the children have been strengthening their understanding of the four operations τ 

addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division τ tackling challenging problem-solving 

tasks to build their confidence and readiness for Year 6. There have been so many incredible 

things to celebrate this half term - from the maturity and responsibility we have seen so far; 

the representation of our amazing footballers competing against other schools in various 

fixtures and also the kind, hardworking and resilient attitudes we have seen from everyone. 

What a brilliant start to Year 6! 

 

Year 5: 

Year 5 Step into the World of Ancient Greece 

Year 5 pupils recently enjoyed an exciting and immersive Greek Day, designed to deepen 

their understanding of Ancient Greek mythology as part of their history topic. The day began 

with a captivating theatre production delivered by the talented team from Past Productions. 

With a clever blend of historical accuracy, humour, and modern twists, the performance 



brought to life famous myths such as Daedalus and Icarus, Theseus and the Minotaur, and 

PandoraΩs Box. A special well done to the student volunteers who took to the stage, helping 

to set the scene and bring the stories to life with enthusiasm and flair. 

Following the performance, the children took part in a series of engaging workshops that 

extended their learning in creative and hands-on ways. In one session, pupils designed their 

own Greek-style plates, drawing inspiration from the iconic artwork and storytelling found in 

ancient pottery. Another workshop encouraged students to collaborate in groups to invent 

their own mythical tales, crafting imaginative characters and narratives in the style of 

traditional Greek legends. The final workshop gave children the chance to become Athenian 

actors and actresses, using drama techniques such as freeze frames and role play to explore 

key scenes from well-known myths. They even experimented with alternative endings, 

showcasing their creativity and understanding of the stories. 

Alongside this experience year 5 have worked relentlessly to design and craft their own 

Athenian helmets to immerse themselves with the culture and training experienced by those 

within the waring city-states of Athens and Sparta. A huge well done for your teamwork, 

resilience and creativity with creating these across the week. 

The day was a fantastic success, filled with learning, laughter, and memorable moments. 

Both staff and students thoroughly enjoyed the experience, which not only enriched their 

knowledge of Ancient Greece but also sparked a genuine excitement for history. A big thank 

you to everyone involved for making it such a special and inspiring day! 

  

 

Children's University: 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

KS3 News 

 

KS3 students have had a great start to the new academic year. In lessons students have been 

focusing on following or Golden Rules and demonstrating our Church Hill values; we are kind, 

we are resilient and we are hard working. Across the curriculum we have been focusing on 

disciplinary literacy and the learning of key words and challenging vocabulary.  



We have been learning about: 

Year 7: 

Throughout the academic year, Year 7 students have been engaging in a rich and varied 

curriculum designed to spark curiosity, build foundational knowledge, and develop key skills 

across a range of subjects: 

ω History: Students explored the Titanic disaster, examining the events leading up to 

the tragedy, the social class divisions on board, and the historical significance of the 

sinking. They also considered the impact of the disaster on maritime safety and 

public perception at the time. 

ω Science: In their science lessons, students have been introduced to particle theory, 

learning how solids, liquids, and gases behave at the particle level. This foundational 

topic helps them understand changes of state, diffusion, and the properties of 

materials. 

ω Art: Students have been developing their visual perception and creativity through a 

unit on optical illusions. They explored how artists use line, shape, and contrast to 

trick the eye, and created their own illusion-based artworks. 

ω Geography: The focus has been on local geography, with students investigating the 

physical and human geography of Redditch and Birmingham. This included map skills, 

land use, and how the local area has changed over time. 

ω Physical Education (PE): Students have been building teamwork, coordination, and 

fitness through hockey and football. These activities also support the development 

of strategic thinking and fair play. 

ω English: In English, students have been immersed in creative writing, crafting their 

own fantasy worlds. They developed characters, settings, and plots, using descriptive 

language and narrative techniques to bring their imaginative stories to life. 

ω Music: Students have been learning to play the ukulele and exploring the 12-bar 

blues, developing their understanding of rhythm, chord progressions, and ensemble 

performance. 

Year 8:  

Year 8 students have continued to build on their knowledge and skills across a broad and 

engaging curriculum. This term, they have explored a range of thought-provoking topics 

designed to deepen their understanding and creativity: 

ω Art: Students have been developing their observational drawing skills through a 

focus on drawing faces. They explored facial proportions, shading techniques, and 

expression, working towards creating realistic and expressive portraits. 



ω Science: In science, students have been introduced to the periodic table, learning 

about the structure of atoms, the arrangement of elements, and how the periodic 

table helps scientists understand patterns in chemical properties and reactivity. 

ω History: The focus in history has been on the witch trials, where students examined 

beliefs about witchcraft in early modern Europe, the causes of the witch hunts, and 

the social and political factors that led to widespread fear and persecution. 

ω Geography: Students have been studying development and population, exploring 

global inequalities, indicators of development, and population growth trends. They 

also considered the challenges and opportunities faced by countries at different 

stages of development. 

ω English: In English, students have been reading and analysing the text Coram Boy, 

engaging with its themes, characters, and narrative structure. They have developed 

their skills in comprehension, inference, and critical thinking through discussion and 

written responses. 

ω Physical Education (PE): Students have been building teamwork, coordination, and 

fitness through football, and tag rugby. These activities also support the 

development of strategic thinking and fair play. 

ω Music: Students have been exploring hooks and riffs, and have composed their own 

ostinato-based Bolero pieces, developing creativity and layering techniques. 

If you would like to see what students will be learning about in more detail please visit the 

Church Hill website curriculum page. Church Hill Middle School - Curriculum 

 

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=17


 

 

 


