
 

Church Hill Middle School                                    
Autumn term 2 - 2025  

A message from Mrs Jarvis 

 



 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I will take the opportunity to wish you all a Happy Christmas.  

A reminder that our half termly newsletter comes out on the last school day of each half 

term. In our newsletter we have standing items on KS2 and KS3 news, curriculum and photos 

of students and their work. All past editions of our half termly SWAY can be viewed on the 

school website.  

On reflection of this past half term there are several key moments that have made us 

incredibly proud to be part of the Church Hill team. 

1. Remembrance day - 11th November 

The school leadership and school council wanted to pay its full respects to Remembrance 

Day this year. An event that commemorates the end of World War 1 and pays respect to the 

many lives lost.  Therefore we performed our remembrance as a whole school, in silence, 

outside, with a full march out from our very own Cadets. Please see full details in the below 

article. It was   an inspiring and genuine lump in your throat moment to see those children 

marching out with pride and their peers waiting in absolute silence and respect. A 

meaningful moment for all involved.   

 

2. Christmas Fair - 4th December 

Our CTA have yet again done a brilliant job in putting on another fantastic community event. 

It was jam packed with stalls selling sweets, Christmas gifts, raffles, tombolas and beauty 

products. We had snow,  we had a sleigh, we had a choir performing Christmas songs and we 

even had an elf and the Grinch!! Thank you so much for your support and participation. 

Whilst it is there to raise money for both schools and the impact is much wider in uniting 

both schools with the community.  



 

3. Student council meet with Chris Bloore (Labour MP for Redditch) - 12th December 

Now this event started with a typical talk and meet and greet with the Principal and we 

tasked our school council with coming up with some questions to ask our local MP for 

around 15- 20 minutes. This is when all carefully laid plans went aside. The students 

absolutely blew us all away. Fantastic questions, both planned and spontaneous. Organised, 

confident and respectful in their delivery. Suffice to say the Mr Bloore left an hour later than 

planned, full of inspiration and awe and having been grilled like he had had a morning in 

parliament!! 

As ever, 

We are Kind 

We are Resilient 

We are Hard working 

Have a fantastic holiday and we look forward to seeing you on Tuesday 6th January.  

From all at Church Hill we wish you a 'Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year'! 

Kind regards 

Laura Jarvis  

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

KS2 News 

 

Key Stage 2 have had an exciting Autumn term, taking part in lots of learning opportunities 

both in and out of the classroom.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 6: 

This half term, Year 6 have been working incredibly hard across all subjects. In English, pupils 

have been writing diary entries from the perspective of Jim Jarvis (inspired by our class text - 

Street Child), exploring his experiences in the Victorian workhouse and life with the 

villainous Grimy Nick!  In Maths, they have been deepening their understanding of fractions, 



focusing on equivalent fractions and simplifying them to their simplest form. Guided 

Reading lessons have seen the exciting introduction of our new text, Pig Heart Boy, which 

has already sparked thoughtful discussion and debate! In Geography, students have been 

developing their map-reading skills through OS maps, fieldwork, contour lines and grid 

references. Science has been particularly engaging as the children have explored the 

fascinating topic of Blood; 6C even took their learning outside, recreating the circulatory 

system on the playground and acting as different parts of the system! Finally, in RE pupils 

have been practicing their debating skills when planning, preparing and carrying out a 

debate within their classes on the idea of Science vs Creation! All Year 6 staff would like to 

extend a huge well done for the fantastic effort shown by all students during the recent test 

weekτthere are already excellent signs of progress, and we are incredibly proud of every 

student. 

 

Year 5: 

A huge well done to all Year 5 students for completing their second half-term at CHMS. Staff 

are very impressed with how quickly they have settled into our routines and engaged with 

their learning. Across this half-term, Year 5 have completed some fantastic work. In science 

they have been learning about materials and their properties. This has enabled us to 

complete some practical investigations which have supported the children to secure their 

learning and deepen their understanding to everyday-materials. In English we have been 

writing a diary entry from the perspective of Virgo ( a constellation from our focus text - 

Who Let The Gods Out). Also, they have been researching Christmas traditions from around 

the world to complete their own non-chronological report about similarities and differences 

with Christmas and cultures. Within maths the children have focused on improving their 

understanding of fractions and can now confidently add, subtract and convert fractions 

efficiently. As a year group we have also been focusing on up-leveling our vocabulary and 

applying this across our subjects, through echo-reading, investigating the morphology and 

etymology of vocabulary as well as using a variety of vocab models to show our 

understanding. Each individual class have been working on their own focus within Thrive. 5H 

have engaged with communication & team work which has lead to some exciting activities 

designed to push the children outside of their comfort zones whilst encompassing a wide 

range of skills to effectively work as a larger team. 5S have been working on positivity and 

well-being within their sessions, supporting children to identify kind traits about themselves 

and their peers - very important skills of reflection and motivation.  We have also completed 

out first annual Christmas card competition which was shared to the whole school. It was 

wonderful to see so many intricate and heart-felt designs from across all year groups.  

  



We wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Happy new year! Make sure to take time to 

relax, see friends and family as well as taking the opportunity to make as many memories as 

possible. 

 

Children's University: 

 Reminder to add your codes onto your Children's university log in! Codes can be found on 

the club flyers that are sent out each half term. Any issues, please ask your form tutor. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



KS3 News 

 

This half term KS3 students across the curriculum have been focusing on disciplinary literacy 

and the learning of key words and challenging vocabulary. We know that students with a 

broad vocabulary are more successful in their academic studies and in the world of work.  

We have been learning about: 

Year 7: 

Throughout the second half of the autumn term, Year 7 students have been engaging in a 

rich and varied curriculum designed to spark curiosity, build foundational knowledge, and 

develop key skills across a range of subjects: 

Year 7 have been working hard across a range of subjects this half term. In Science, they 

explored the structure and function of plant and animal cells, learning about organelles such 

as the nucleus, mitochondria, and chloroplasts, and how these contribute to life processes. 

They also studied energy transfer in food chains and the role of respiration in living 

organisms. In History, students investigated how Redditch has changed over time, examining 

its transformation from a rural area to an industrial town and considering the social and 

economic impacts of these changes. In Maths, pupils strengthened their understanding of 

the four operationsτaddition, subtraction, multiplication, and divisionτand applied 

BIDMAS to solve multi-step problems accurately. Geography lessons focused on ecosystems, 

including food webs and nutrient cycles, and explored the unique adaptations of plants and 

animals in hot desert environments. In PE, students developed their skills in hockey, focusing 

on passing, dribbling, and teamwork, and improved their agility and coordination through 

badminton. In French, they learned to describe themselves and others, using vocabulary for 

physical appearance, personality traits, and key grammatical structures. Finally, in Design 

Technology, students practiced practical cooking skills by making, fruit scones and Christmas 

biscuits.  



Year 8:  

Year 8 students have continued to build on their knowledge and skills across a broad and 

engaging curriculum. This half term, they have explored a range of thought-provoking topics 

designed to deepen their understanding and creativity: 

In Geography, students examined globalisation and the role of transnational corporations 

(TNCs), considering how interconnected economies impact trade, culture, and development 

worldwide. In Art, they studied sketching techniques and the work of Jean-Michel Basquiat, 

analyzing his expressive style and experimenting with bold lines and vibrant colors in their 

own pieces. In Maths, pupils focused on fractionsτsimplifying, comparing, and applying 

them in calculationsτand began interpreting and plotting different types of graphs. Science 

lessons covered light and sound, including reflection, refraction, and wave properties, as 

well as an introduction to the human body systems and their functions. In English, students 

produced creative writing pieces inspired by themes of witchcraft, developing atmosphere, 

character, and tension in their narratives. In PE, they practiced parkour, improving agility, 

balance, and coordination through dynamic movement challenges. Finally, in History, Year 8 

explored the Industrial Revolution, investigating its effects and impacts on society, 

technology, and working conditions. 

 

If you would like to see what students will be learning about in more detail please visit the 

Church Hill website curriculum page. Church Hill Middle School - Curriculum 

 

https://www.churchhillschool.org.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=17


 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 


